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hav yU evcr sEn an Old fOtO uv ycrself and bin cmbercst at Dc  

wA yU lCkt? /did wE akKcwclE dres lIk Dat?/ wE did. and wE had 

nO IdEc hq silE wE lCkt. it's Dc nAKcr uv faScn tU bE nvizcbcl, 

in Dc sAm wA Dc mUvmcnt uv Dc crT iz cnvizcbcl tU Ol uv us 

rIdcN on it.  

 

wut skerz mE iz Dat Der or mOrcl faScnz tU. Der just az  

orbctrerE, and just az cnvizcbcl tU mOst pEpcl. but Der muK mOr  

dAnjcrcs. faScn iz mcstAkcn fOr gCd dczIn; mOrcl faScn iz  

mcstAkcn fOr gCd. drescN odlE gets yU laft at. vIclAtcN mOrcl  

faScnz kan get yU fIcrd, OstrcsIzd, cmprizcnd, Or Evcn kild.  

 

if yU kCd travcl bak in c tIm mcSEn, wun TiN wCd bE trU nO  

matcr wer yU went: yUd hav tU woK wut yU sed. cpinycnz wE  

kcnsidcr hormlcs kCd hav gotcn yU in big trubcl. Iv OlredE  

sed at lEst wun TiN Dat wCd hav gotcn mE in big trubcl in mOst  

uv yCrcp in Dc sevcntEnT senKcrE, and did get galclEO in big 

trubcl wen hE sed it-- Dat Dc crT mUvz. [1]  

 

ncrdz or OlwAz getcN in trubcl <http://nUz.kom.kom/2100-1009-

5082649.html>. DA sA cmpropcr TiNz fOr Dc sAm rEzcn DA dres 

unfashionably and hav gCd IdEcz: kcnvenScn haz les hOld Ovcr 

Dem.  

 

it sEmz tU bE c konstcnt TrUqt histcrE: in evcrE pirEcd, pEpcl  

bclEvd TiNz Dat wcr just rcdikyclcs, and bclEvd Dem sO strONlE  

Dat yU wCd hav gotcn in tercbcl trubcl fOr sAcN uDcrwIz.  

 

iz qcr tIm enE difcrcnt? tU enEwun hU haz red enE cmqnt uv 

histcrE, Dc anscr iz OlmOst scrtcnlE nO. it wCd bE c rcmorkcbcl 

kOinscdcns if qcrz wcr Dc fcrst erc tU get evrETiN just rIt.  

 

it's tantclIzcN tU TiNk wE bclEv TiNz Dat pEpcl in Dc fyUKcr  

wil fInd rcdikyclcs. wut /wCd/ sumwun kumcN bak tU vizct us in 

c tIm mcSEn hav tU bE kerfcl not tU sA? Dat's wut I wont tU 

studE hir. but I wont tU dU mOr Dan just Sok evrEwun wiD Dc 

hercsE dU jqr. I wont tU fInd jencrcl rescpEz fOr dcskuvcrcN 

wut yU kant sA, in enE erc.  



 

 

 

*Dc kcnfOrmcst test*  

 

let's stort wiD c test: dU yU hav enE cpinycnz Dat yU wCd bE  

rcluktcnt tU ckspres in frunt uv c grUp uv yOr pirz?  

 

if Dc anscr iz nO, yU mIt wont tU stop and TiNk cbqt Dat. if  

evrETiN yU bclEv iz sumTcN yCr scpOzd tU bclEv, kCd Dat poscblE 

bE c kOinscdcns? odz or it izcnt. odz or yU just TiNk wutevcr 

yCr tOld.  

 

Dc uDcr Oltcrnctcv wCd bE Dat yU indcpendcntlE kcnsidcrd evcrE  

kwesKcn and kAm up wiD Dc cgzakt sAm anscrz Dat or nq kcnsidcrd  

akseptcbcl. Dat sEmz cnlIklE, bckOz yUd OlsO hav tU mAk Dc  

sAm mcstAks. Mapmakers dclibcrctlE pCt slIt mcstAks in Der maps  

sO DA kan tel wen sumwun kopEz Dem. if cnuDcr map haz Dc sAm  

mcstAk, Dat's verE kcnvinscN evcdcns.  

 

lIk evcrE uDcr erc in histcrE, qcr mOrcl map OlmOst scrtcnlE 

kcntAnz c fyU mcstAks. and enEwun hU mAks Dc sAm mcstAks 

probcblE didcnt dU it bI akscdcnt. it wCd bE lIk sumwun klAmcN 

DA had indcpendcntlE dcsIdcd in 1972 Dat bel-botcm jEnz wcr c 

gCd IdEc.  

 

if yU bclEv evrETiN yCr scpOzd tU nq, hq kan yU bE SCr yU 

wCdcnt OlsO hav bclEvd evrETiN yU wcr scpOzd tU if yU had grOn 

up cmuN Dc plantAScn Oncrz uv Dc prE-sivcl wOr sqT, Or in 

jcrmcnE in Dc 1930es-- Or cmuN Dc moNgclz in 1200, fOr Dat 

matcr? odz or yU wCd hav.  

 

bak in Dc erc uv tcrmz lIk "wel-cjustcd," Dc IdEc sEmd tU bE  

Dat Der woz sumTcN rON wiD yU if yU TOt TiNz yU didcnt  

der sA qt lqd. Dis sEmz bakwcrd. OlmOst scrtcnlE, Der iz  

sumTcN rON wiD yU if yU /dOnt/ TiNk TiNz yU dOnt der sA  

qt lqd.  

 

 

 



*trubcl*  

 

wut kant wE sA? wun wA tU fInd DEz IdEcz iz simplE tU lCk at  

TiNz pEpcl dU sA, and get in trubcl fOr. [2]  

 

uv kOrs, wEr not just lCkcN fOr TiNz wE kant sA. wEr lCkcN  

fOr TiNz wE kant sA Dat or trU, Or at lEst hav cnuf Kans uv  

bEcN trU Dat Dc kwesKcn SCd rcmAn Opcn. but menE uv Dc TiNz  

pEpcl get in trubcl fOr sAcN probcblE dU mAk it Ovcr Dis 

sekcnd, lOcr TreSOld. nO wun gets in trubcl fOr sAcN Dat 2 + 2 

iz 5, Or Dat pEpcl in pitsbcrg or ten fEt tOl. suK obvEcslE 

fOls stAtmcnts mIt bE trEtcd az jOks, Or at wcrst az evcdcns uv  

cnsanctE, but DA or not lIklE tU mAk enEwun mad. Dc stAtmcnts  

Dat mAk pEpcl mad or Dc wunz DA wcrE mIt bE bclEvd. I  

scspekt Dc stAtmcnts Dat mAk pEpcl maddest or DOz DA wcrE  

mIt bE trU.  

 

if galclEO had sed Dat pEpcl in padyUc wcr ten fEt tOl, hE wCd  

hav bin rcgordcd az c hormlcs cksentrck. sAcN Dc crT Orbctcd Dc  

sun woz cnuDcr matcr. Dc KcrK nU Dis wCd set pEpcl TiNkcN.  

 

scrtcnlE, az wE lCk bak on Dc past, Dis rUl uv Tum wcrks wel. c  

lot uv Dc stAtmcnts pEpcl got in trubcl fOr sEm hormlcs nq. sO  

it's lIklE Dat vizctcrz frum Dc fyUKcr wCd cgrE wiD at lEst sum  

uv Dc stAtmcnts Dat get pEpcl in trubcl tcdA. dU wE hav nO  

Galileos? not lIklE.  

 

tU fInd Dem, kEp trak uv cpinycnz Dat get pEpcl in trubcl, and  

stort askcN, kCd Dis bE trU? OkA, it mA bE hcretckcl (Or 

wutevcr modcrn ckwivclcnt), but mIt it OlsO bE trU?  

 

 

 

*hercsE*  

 

Dis wOnt get us Ol Dc anscrz, DO. wut if nO wun hapcnz tU hav 

gotcn in trubcl fOr c pcrtikyclcr IdEc yet? wut if sum IdEc  

wCd bE sO radioactively kontrcvcrScl Dat nO wun wCd der ckspres  

it in publck? hq kan wE fInd DEz tU?  

 



cnuDcr cprOK iz tU folO Dat wcrd, hercsE. in evcrE pirEcd uv  

histcrE, Der sEm tU hav bin lAbclz Dat got cplId tU stAtmcnts  

tU SUt Dem dqn bcfOr enEwun had c Kans tU ask if DA wcr trU  

Or not. "blasfcmE", "sakrclcj", and "hercsE" wcr suK lAbclz fOr 

c gCd port uv westcrn histcrE, az in mOr rEscnt tImz 

"cndEscnt", "cmpropcr", and "cncmerckcn" hav bin. bI nq DEz 

lAbclz hav lOst Der stiN. DA OlwAz dU. bI nq Der mOstlE yUzd 

IroncklE. but in Der tIm, DA had rEl fOrs.  

 

Dc wcrd "dcfEtcst", fOr cgzampcl, haz nO pcrtikyclcr pclitckcl  

konctAScnz nq. but in jcrmcnE in 1917 it woz c wepcn, yUzd bI  

Ludendorff in c pcrj uv DOz hU fAvcrd c ncgOSEAtcd pEs. at Dc  

stort uv wcrld wOr II it woz yUzd ckstenscvlE bI KcrKcl and hiz  

scpOrtcrz tU sIlcns Der cpOncnts. in 1940, enE orgyUment cgenst  

KcrKcl'z cgrescv polcsE woz "dcfEtcst". woz it rIt Or rON?  

IdElE, nO wun got for cnuf tU ask Dat.  

 

wE hav suK lAbclz tcdA, uv kOrs, kwIt c lot uv Dem, frum Dc  

Ol-pcrpcs "incprOprEct" tU Dc dredcd "dcvIscv." in enE pirEcd, 

it SCd bE EzE tU figycr qt wut suK lAbclz or, simplE bI lCkcN 

at wut pEpcl kOl IdEcz DA dcscgrE wiD bcsIdz cntrU. wen c  

polctiScn sez hiz cpOncnt iz mcstAkcn, Dat's c strAtfOrwcrd  

kritcsizcm, but wen hE ctaks c stAtmcnt az "dcvIscv" Or "rASclE  

cnsensctcv" cnsted uv orgyUcN Dat it's fOls, wE SCd stort pAcN  

ctenScn.  

 

sO cnuDcr wA tU figycr qt wiK uv qcr tabUz fyUKcr jencrAScnz 

wil laf at iz tU stort wiD Dc lAbclz. tAk c lAbcl-- "sekscst", 

fOr cgzampcl-- and trI tU TiNk uv sum IdEcz Dat wCd bE kOld 

Dat. Den fOr EK ask, mIt Dis bE trU?  

 

just stort listcN IdEcz at randcm? yes, bckOz DA wOnt rilE bE  

randcm. Dc IdEcz Dat kum tU mInd fcrst wil bE Dc mOst plOzcbcl  

wunz. DAl bE TiNz yUv OlredE nOtcst but didcnt let ycrself  

TiNk.  

 

in 1989 sum klevcr rEscrKcrz trakt Dc I mUvmcnts uv  

rAdEolcjcsts az DA skand Kest imcjcz fOr sInz uv luN kanscr. 

[3] DA fqnd Dat Evcn wen Dc rAdEolcjcsts mist c kanscrcs lEZcn,  

Der Iz had yUZcwclE pOzd at Dc sIt uv it. port uv Der brAn  



nU Der woz sumTcN Der; it just didcnt pcrkclAt Ol Dc wA up  

cntU konScs nolcj. I TiNk menE intrcstcN hcretckcl TOts  

or OlredE mOstlE fOrmd in qcr mIndz. if wE tcrn Of qcr  

self-senscrSip tempcrerclE, DOz wil bE Dc fcrst tU cmcrj.  

 

 

 

*tIm and spAs*  

 

if wE kCd lCk cntU Dc fyUKcr it wCd bE obvEcs wiK uv qcr tabUz  

DAd laf at. wE kant dU Dat, but wE kan dU sumTcN OlmOst az  

gCd: wE kan lCk cntU Dc past. cnuDcr wA tU figycr qt wut wEr  

getcN rON iz tU lCk at wut yUzd tU bE akseptcbcl and iz nq  

cnTiNkcbcl.  

 

KAnjcz bctwEn Dc past and Dc prezcnt scmtImz dU reprczent  

progres. in c fEld lIk fizcks, if wE dcscgrE wiD past 

jencrAScnz it's bckOz wEr rIt and Der rON. but Dis bckumz 

rapcdlE les trU az yU mUv cwA frum Dc scrtcntE uv Dc hord 

sIcnscz. bI Dc tIm yU get tU sOScl kwesKcnz, menE KAnjcz or 

just faScn. Dc Aj uv kcnsent flukKUAts lIk hemlInz.  

 

wE mA cmajcn Dat wE or c grAt dEl smortcr and mOr vcrKUcs Dan  

past jencrAScnz, but Dc mOr histcrE yU red, Dc les lIklE Dis  

sEmz. pEpcl in past tImz wcr muK lIk us. not hirOz, not  

borberEcnz. wutevcr Der IdEcz wcr, DA wcr IdEcz rEzcncbcl pEpcl  

kCd bclEv.  

 

sO hir iz cnuDcr sOrs uv intrcstcN heresies. dif prezcnt IdEcz  

cgenst DOz uv verEcs past kulKcrz, and sE wut yU get. [4] sum  

wil bE SokcN bI prezcnt standcrdz. OkA, fIn; but wiK mIt OlsO 

bE trU?  

 

yU dOnt hav tU lCk cntU Dc past tU fInd big difcrcnscz. in qcr 

On tIm, difcrcnt scsIctEz hav wIldlE verEcN IdEcz uv wut's OkA 

and wut izcnt. sO yU kan trI diffing uDcr cultures' IdEcz 

cgenst qcrz az wel. (Dc best wA tU dU Dat iz tU vizct Dem.)  

 

yU mIt fInd kontrcdiktcrE tabUz. in wun kulKcr it mIt sEm  

SokcN tU TiNk eks, wIl in cnuDcr it woz SokcN not tU. but I  



TiNk yUZcwclE Dc Sok iz on wun sId. in wun kulKcr eks iz OkA, 

and in cnuDcr it's kcnsidcrd SokcN. mI hIpoTcscs iz Dat Dc sId 

Dat's Sokt iz mOst lIklE tU bE Dc mcstAkcn wun. [5]  

 

I scspekt Dc OnlE tabUz Dat or mOr Dan tabUz or Dc wunz Dat  

or yUncvcrscl, Or nirlE sO. mcrdcr fOr cgzampcl. but enE IdEc 

Dat's kcnsidcrd hormlcs in c scgnifckcnt pcrsentcj uv tImz and 

plAscz, and yet iz tabU in qcrz, iz c gCd kandcdAt fOr sumTcN 

wEr mcstAkcn cbqt.  

 

fOr cgzampcl, at Dc hI wOtcr mork uv pclitckcl kcrektncs in Dc  

crlE 1990es, horvcrd dcstribyctcd tU its fakcltE and staf c 

brOSCr sAcN, cmuN uDcr TiNz, Dat it woz incprOprEct tU 

komplcmcnt c kolEg Or stUdcnt's klODz. nO mOr "nIs Scrt." I 

TiNk Dis prinscpcl iz rer cmuN Dc wcrld'z kulKcrz, past Or 

prezcnt. Der or probcblE mOr wer it's kcnsidcrd cspeSlE pclIt 

tU komplcmcnt sumwun'z klODcN Dan wer it's kcnsidcrd cmpropcr. 

sO odz or Dis iz, in c mIld fOrm, an cgzampcl uv wun uv Dc 

tabUz c vizctcr frum Dc fyUKcr wCd hav tU bE kerfcl tU cvQd if 

hE hapcnd tU set hiz tIm mcSEn fOr kAmbrcj, mascKUscts, 1992.  

 

 

 

*Prigs*  

 

uv kOrs, if DA hav tIm mcSEnz in Dc fyUKcr DAl probcblE  

hav c sepcrAt refcrcns manyUcl just fOr kAmbrcj. Dis haz OlwAz  

bin c fusE plAs, c tqn uv I dotters and tE crossers, wer yCr  

lIcbcl tU get bOT yOr gramcr and yOr IdEcz kcrektcd in Dc sAm  

konvcrsAScn. and Dat scgjests cnuDcr wA tU fInd tabUz. lCk fOr  

prigs, and sE wut's cnsId Der hedz.  

 

kidz hedz or rEpozctxrEz uv Ol qcr tabUz. it sEmz fitcN tU us  

Dat kidz IdEcz SCd bE brIt and klEn. Dc pikKcr wE giv Dem uv  

Dc wcrld iz not mirlE simplcfId, tU sUt Der dcvelcpcN mIndz, 

but sanctIzd az wel, tU sUt qcr IdEcz uv wut kidz Ot tU TiNk. 

[6]  

 

yU kan sE Dis on c smOl skAl in Dc matcr uv dcrtE wcrdz. c lot 

uv mI frendz or stortcN tU hav Kildrcn nq, and Der Ol trIcN not  



tU yUs wcrdz lIk "fuk" and "Sit" wcDin bAbE'z hircN, lest bAbE  

stort yUzcN DEz wcrdz tU. but DEz wcrdz or port uv Dc lAngwij,  

and cdults yUs Dem Ol Dc tIm. sO percnts or givcN Der kidz an  

cnakycrct IdEc uv Dc lAngwij bI not yUzcN Dem. wI dU DA dU Dis?  

bckOz DA dOnt TiNk it's fitcN Dat kidz SCd yUs Dc hOl  

lAngwij. wE lIk Kildrcn tU sEm incscnt. [7]  

 

mOst cdults, lIkwIz, dclibcrctlE giv kidz c mcslEdcN vyU uv Dc  

wcrld. wun uv Dc mOst obvEcs cgzampclz iz santc klOz. wE TiNk 

it's kyUt fOr litcl kidz tU bclEv in santc klOz. I mIself TiNk 

it's kyUt fOr litcl kidz tU bclEv in santc klOz. but wun 

wundcrz, dU wE tel Dem Dis stuf fOr Der sAk, Or fOr qcrz?  

 

Im not orgyUcN fOr Or cgenst Dis IdEc hir. it iz probcblE 

cnevctcbcl Dat percnts SCd wont tU dres up Der kidz mIndz in 

kyUt litcl bAbE qtfits. Il probcblE dU it mIself. Dc cmpOrtcnt 

TiN fOr qcr pcrpcscz iz Dat, az c rczult, c wel brOt-up tEnAj 

kid'z brAn iz c mOr Or les kcmplEt kclekScn uv Ol qcr tabUz-- 

and in mint kcndiScn, bckOz Der cntAntcd bI ckspirEcns. wutevcr 

wE TiNk Dat wil lAtcr tcrn qt tU bE rcdikyclcs, it's OlmOst 

scrtcnlE cnsId Dat hed.  

 

hq dU wE get at DEz IdEcz? bI Dc folOcN TOt ckspercmcnt.  

cmajcn c kInd uv latcr-dA konrad kercktcr hU haz wcrkt fOr c 

tIm az c mcrscnerE in afrckc, fOr c tIm az c doktcr in ncpOl, 

fOr c tIm az Dc mancjcr uv c nItklub in mIamE. Dc spcsifcks 

dOnt matcr-- just sumwun hU haz sEn c lot. nq cmajcn kcmpercN 

wut's cnsId Dis gI'z hed wiD wut's cnsId Dc hed uv c wel-bchAvd 

sckstEn yir Old gcrl frum Dc subcrbz. wut duz hE TiNk Dat wCd 

Sok hcr? hE nOz Dc wcrld; SE nOz, Or at lEst cmbodEz, prezcnt 

tabUz. scbtrakt wun frum Dc uDcr, and Dc rczult iz wut wE kant 

sA.  

 

 

 

*mekcnizcm*  

 

I kan TiNk uv wun mOr wA tU figycr qt wut wE kant sA: tU lCk at  

hq tabUz or krEAtcd. hq dU mOrcl faScnz crIz, and wI or DA  

cdoptcd? if wE kan undcrstand Dis mekcnizcm, wE mA bE Abcl tU 



sE it at wcrk in qcr On tIm.  

 

mOrcl faScnz dOnt sEm tU bE krEAtcd Dc wA OrdcnerE faScnz or.  

OrdcnerE faScnz sEm tU crIz bI akscdcnt wen evrEwun imctAts Dc  

wim uv sum inflUenKcl pcrscn. Dc faScn fOr brOd-tOd SUz in  

lAt fcftEnT senKcrE yCrcp bcgan bckOz Korlz VIII uv frans had  

siks tOz on wun fCt. Dc faScn fOr Dc nAm gerE bcgan wen Dc 

aktcr fraNk kUpcr cdoptcd Dc nAm uv c tuf mil tqn in indEanc. 

mOrcl faScnz mOr Ofcn sEm tU bE krEAtcd dclibcrctlE. wen Der'z  

sumTcN wE kant sA, it's Ofcn bckOz sum grUp duzcnt wont us tU.  

 

Dc prOcbiScn wil bE strONgcst wen Dc grUp iz ncrvcs. Dc IrcnE  

uv galclEO'z siKUAScn woz Dat hE got in trubcl fOr rcpEtcN  

Copernicus's IdEcz. kcpcrnckcs hcmself didcnt. in fakt, 

kcpcrnckcs woz c kancn uv c kcTEdrcl, and dedckAtcd hiz bCk tU 

Dc pOp. but bI galclEO'z tIm Dc KcrK woz in Dc TrOz uv Dc 

kqntcr-refcrmAScn and woz muK mOr wcrEd cbqt cnOrTcdoks IdEcz.  

 

tU lOnK c tabU, c grUp haz tU bE pQzd hafwA bctwEn wEkncs and  

pqcr. c konfcdcnt grUp duzcnt nEd tabUz tU prctekt it. it's not  

kcnsidcrd cmpropcr tU mAk dcspercjcN rcmorks cbqt cmerckcnz, Or 

Dc ENliS. and yet c grUp haz tU bE pqcrfcl cnuf tU cnfOrs c 

tabU. Coprophiles, az uv Dis rItcN, dOnt sEm tU bE nUmcrcs Or 

encrjetck cnuf tU hav had Der intrcsts prcmOtcd tU c lIfstIl.  

 

I scspekt Dc bigcst sOrs uv mOrcl tabUz wil tcrn qt tU bE pqcr  

strugclz in wiK wun sId OnlE berlE haz Dc upcr hand. Dat's wer  

yUl fInd c grUp pqcrfcl cnuf tU cnfOrs tabUz, but wEk cnuf  

tU nEd Dem.  

 

mOst strugclz, wutevcr Der rilE cbqt, wil bE kast az strugclz  

bctwEn kcmpEtcN IdEcz. Dc ENliS refcrmAScn woz at botcm c  

strugcl fOr welT and pqcr, but it endcd up bEcN kast az c 

strugcl tU prczcrv Dc sOlz uv eNliSmcn frum Dc kcruptcN 

inflUcns uv rOm. it's EzEcr tU get pEpcl tU fIt fOr an IdEc. 

and wcKevcr sId winz, Der IdEcz wil OlsO bE kcnsidcrd tU hav 

trIcmft, az if god wontcd tU signcl hiz cgrEmcnt bI sclektcN 

Dat sId az Dc viktcr.  

 

wE Ofcn lIk tU TiNk uv wcrld wOr II az c trIcmf uv frEdcm Ovcr  



tOtalcterEcnizcm. wE kcnvEnycntlE fcrget Dat Dc sOvEct yUnycn 

woz OlsO wun uv Dc wincrz.  

 

Im not sAcN Dat strugclz or nevcr cbqt IdEcz, just Dat DA wil  

OlwAz bE mAd tU sEm tU bE cbqt IdEcz, weDcr DA or Or not. and  

just az Der iz nuTcN sO cnfaScncbcl az Dc last, dcskordcd  

faScn, Der iz nuTcN sO rON az Dc prinscpclz uv Dc mOst  

rEscntlE dcfEtcd cpOncnt. reprczcntAScncl ort iz OnlE nq 

rckuvcrcN frum Dc cprUvcl uv bOT hitlcr and stolcn. [8]  

 

xlDO mOrcl faScnz tend tU crIz frum difcrcnt sOrscz Dan  

faScnz in klODcN, Dc mekcnizcm uv Der cdopScn sEmz muK Dc  

sAm. Dc crlE adopters wil bE drivcn bI ambiScn: self-konScslE  

kUl pEpcl hU wont tU dcstiNgwcS Dcmselvz frum Dc komcn hcrd. az  

Dc faScn bckumz cstablcSt DAl bE jQnd bI c sekcnd, muK  

lorjcr grUp, drivcn bI fir. [9] Dis sekcnd grUp cdopt Dc faScn  

not bckOz DA wont tU stand qt but bckOz DA or cfrAd uv  

standcN qt.  

 

sO if yU wont tU figycr qt wut wE kant sA, lCk at Dc mcSEncrE 

uv faScn and trI tU prcdikt wut it wCd mAk unsayable. wut grUps 

or pqcrfcl but ncrvcs, and wut IdEcz wCd DA lIk tU scpres? wut  

IdEcz wcr torncSt bI csOsEAScn wen DA endcd up on Dc lUzcN  

sId uv c rEscnt strugcl? if c self-konScslE kUl pcrscn wontcd 

tU difcrenSEAt hcmself frum prEsEdcN faScnz (E.jE. frum hiz 

percnts), wiK uv Der IdEcz wCd hE tend tU rcjekt? wut or  

kcnvenScncl-mIndcd pEpcl cfrAd uv sAcN?  

 

Dis tcknEk wOnt fInd us Ol Dc TiNz wE kant sA. I kan TiNk uv  

sum Dat orcnt Dc rczult uv enE rEscnt strugcl. menE uv qcr 

tabUz or rUtcd dEp in Dc past. but Dis cprOK, kcmbInd wiD Dc  

prEsEdcN fOr, wil tcrn up c gCd numbcr uv cnTiNkcbcl IdEcz.  

 

 

 

*wI*  

 

sum wCd ask, wI wCd wun wont tU dU Dis? wI dclibcrctlE gO  

pOkcN crqnd cmuN nastE, dcsrepyctcbcl IdEcz? wI lCk undcr roks?  

 



I dU it, fcrst uv Ol, fOr Dc sAm rEzcn I did lCk undcr roks az 

c kid: plAn kyCrEosctE. and Im cspeSlE kyCrEcs cbqt enETiN 

Dat's fOrbcdcn. let mE sE and dcsId fOr mIself.  

 

sekcnd, I dU it bckOz I dOnt lIk Dc IdEc uv bEcN mcstAkcn. if,  

lIk uDcr ircz, wE bclEv TiNz Dat wil lAtcr sEm rcdikyclcs, I  

wont tU nO wut DA or sO Dat I, at lEst, kan cvQd bclEvcN Dem.  

 

Tcrd, I dU it bckOz it's gCd fOr Dc brAn. tU dU gCd wcrk yU nEd  

c brAn Dat kan gO enEwer. and yU cspeSlE nEd c brAn Dat's in  

Dc habct uv gOcN wer it's not scpOzd tU.  

 

grAt wcrk tendz tU grO qt uv IdEcz Dat uDcrz hav OvcrlCkt, and  

nO IdEc iz sO OvcrlCkt az wun Dat's cnTiNkcbcl. naKcrcl 

sclekScn, fOr cgzampcl. it's sO simpcl. wI didcnt enEwun TiNk 

uv it bcfOr? wel, Dat iz Ol tU obvEcs. dorwcn hcmself woz 

kerfcl tU tiptO crqnd Dc implckAScnz uv hiz TirE. hE wontcd tU 

spend hiz tIm TiNkcN cbqt bIolcjE, not orgyUcN wiD pEpcl hU 

ckyUzd him uv bEcN an ATEcst.  

 

in Dc sIcnscz, cspeSlE, it's c grAt advantcj tU bE Abcl tU  

kwesKcn csumpScnz. Dc m.O. uv sIcntcsts, Or at lEst uv Dc gCd  

wunz, iz prcsIslE Dat: lCk fOr plAscz wer kcnvenScncl wizdcm iz  

brOkcn, and Den trI tU prI cport Dc kraks and sE wut's 

undcrnET. Dat's wer nU TirEz kum frum.  

 

c gCd sIcntcst, in uDcr wcrdz, duz not mirlE cgnOr kcnvenScncl  

wizdcm, but mAks c speScl efcrt tU brAk it. sIcntcsts gO lCkcN  

fOr trubcl. Dis SCd bE Dc m.O. uv enE skolcr, but sIcntcsts sEm  

muK mOr wilcN tU lCk undcr roks. [10]  

 

wI? it kCd bE Dat Dc sIcntcsts or simplE smortcr; mOst 

fizcscsts kCd, if nescserE, mAk it TrU c PhD prOgram in frenK 

litcrcKcr, but fyU prcfescrz uv frenK litcrcKcr kCd mAk it TrU 

c PhD prOgram in fizcks. Or it kCd bE bckOz it's klircr in Dc 

sIcnscz weDcr TirEz or trU Or fOls, and Dis mAks sIcntcsts 

bOldcr. (Or it kCd bE Dat, bckOz it's klircr in Dc sIcnscz 

weDcr TirEz or trU Or fOls, yU hav tU bE smort tU get jobz az c  

sIcntcst, raDcr Dan just c gCd polctiScn.)  

 



wutevcr Dc rEzcn, Der sEmz c klir kxrclAScn bctwEn  

cntelcjcns and wilcNncs tU kcnsidcr SokcN IdEcz. Dis izcnt just  

bckOz smort pEpcl aktcvlE wcrk tU fInd hOlz in kcnvenScncl  

TiNkcN. I TiNk kcnvenScnz OlsO hav les hOld Ovcr Dem tU stort  

wiD. yU kan sE Dat in Dc wA DA dres.  

 

it's not OnlE in Dc sIcnscz Dat hercsE pAz Of. in enE 

kcmpetctcv fEld, yU kan win big http://paulgraham.kom/avg.html> 

bI sEcN TiNz Dat uDcrz daren't. and in evcrE fEld Der or 

probcblE heresies fyU der utcr. wcDin Dc us kor indcstrE Der iz 

c lot uv hand-riNcN nq cbqt dcklIncN morkct Ser. yet Dc koz iz 

sO obvEcs Dat enE cbzcrvcnt qtsIdcr kCd cksplAn it in c sekcnd: 

DA mAk bad korz. and DA hav fOr sO lON Dat bI nq Dc us kor 

brandz or antibrands-- sumTcN yUd bI c kor dcspIt, not bckOz 

uv. kadclak stopt bEcN Dc kadclak uv korz in cbqt 1970. and yet 

I scspekt nO wun derz sA Dis. [11] uDcrwIz DEz kumpcnEz wCd hav 

trId tU fiks Dc problcm.  

 

trAncN ycrself tU TiNk cnTiNkcbcl TOts haz advantcjcz bcond  

Dc TOts Dcmselvz. it's lIk streKcN. wen yU streK bcfOr  

runcN, yU pCt yOr bodE cntU pcziScnz muK mOr ckstrEm Dan enE it  

wil csUm dCrcN Dc run. if yU kan TiNk TiNz sO qtsId Dc boks  

Dat DAd mAk pEpcl'z her stand on end, yUl hav nO trubcl wiD  

Dc smOl trips qtsId Dc boks Dat pEpcl kOl incvAtcv.  

 

 

 

*/Pensieri Stretti/*  

 

wen yU fInd sumTcN yU kant sA, wut dU yU dU wiD it? mI advIs  

iz, dOnt sA it. Or at lEst, pik yOr batclz.  

 

scpOz in Dc fyUKcr Der iz c mUvmcnt tU ban Dc kulcr yelO.  

prcpOzclz tU pAnt enETiN yelO or dcnqnst az "yellowist", az iz  

enEwun scspektcd uv lIkcN Dc kulcr. pEpcl hU lIk Orcnj or  

tolcrAtcd but vyUd wiD scspiScn. scpOz yU rElIz Der iz  

nuTcN rON wiD yelO. if yU gO crqnd sAcN Dis, yUl bE  

dcnqnst az c yellowist tU, and yUl fInd ycrself havcN c lot uv  

orgyUments wiD antE-yellowists. if yOr Am in lIf iz tU 

rEhcbilctAt Dc kulcr yelO, Dat mA bE wut yU wont. but if yCr 



mOstlE intrcstcd in uDcr kwesKcnz, bEcN lAbcld az c yellowist 

wil just bE c dcstrakScn. orgyU wiD idEcts, and yU bckum an 

idEct.  

 

Dc mOst cmpOrtcnt TiN iz tU bE Abcl tU TiNk wut yU wont, not tU  

sA wut yU wont. and if yU fEl yU hav tU sA evrETiN yU TiNk,  

it mA cnhibct yU frum TiNkcN cmpropcr TOts. I TiNk it's betcr  

tU folO Dc opczct polcsE. drO c Sorp lIn bctwEn yOr TOts  

and yOr spEK. cnsId yOr hed, enETiN iz clqd. wcDin mI hed I  

mAk c pQnt uv cnkcrcjcN Dc mOst qtrAjcs TOts I kan cmajcn.  

but, az in c sEkrct scsIctE, nuTcN Dat hapcnz wcDin Dc bildcN  

SCd bE tOld tU qtsIdcrz. Dc fcrst rUl uv fIt klub iz, yU dU not  

tOk cbqt fIt klub.  

 

wen miltcn woz gOcN tU vizct itclE in Dc 1630es, scr henrE 

wUtcn, hU had bin ambascdcr tU vencs, tOld him hiz motO SCd bE 

/"I pensieri stretti & il viso sciolto."/ klOzd TOts and an 

Opcn fAs. smIl at evrEwun, and dOnt tel Dem wut yCr TiNkcN. Dis 

woz wIz advIs. miltcn woz an orgyUmentutiv felO, and Dc 

inkwcziScn woz c bit restcv at Dat tIm. but I TiNk Dc difcrcns 

bctwEn Milton's siKUAScn and qcrz iz OnlE c matcr uv dcgrE. 

evcrE erc haz its heresies, and if yU dOnt get cmprizcnd fOr 

Dem yU wil at lEst get in cnuf trubcl Dat it bckumz c kcmplEt 

dcstrakScn.  

 

I cdmit it sEmz kqcrdlE tU kEp kwIct. wen I red cbqt Dc  

hcrasmcnt tU wiK Dc sIcntolcjcsts scbjekt Der kritcks [12], Or  

Dat prO-izrEcl grUps or "kcmpIlcN dxsyAz" on DOz hU spEk qt  

cgenst czrAlE hyUmcn rIts cbyUscz [13], Or cbqt pEpcl bEcN sUd 

fOr vIclAtcN Dc DMCA [14], port uv mE wonts tU sA, "Ol rIt, yU  

bastcrdz, briN it on." Dc problcm iz, Der or sO menE TiNz yU  

kant sA. if yU sed Dem Ol yUd hav nO tIm left fOr yOr rEl  

wcrk. yUd hav tU tcrn cntU nOm Chomsky. [15]  

 

Dc trubcl wiD kEpcN yOr TOts sEkrct, DO, iz Dat yU lUz  

Dc advantcjcz uv dcskuScn. tOkcN cbqt an IdEc lEdz tU mOr 

IdEcz. sO Dc optcmcl plan, if yU kan mancj it, iz tU hav c fyU 

trustcd frendz yU kan spEk OpcnlE tU. Dis iz not just c wA tU 

dcvelcp IdEcz; it's OlsO c gCd rUl uv Tum fOr KUzcN frendz. Dc 

pEpcl yU kan sA hcretckcl TiNz tU wcTqt getcN jumpt on or OlsO 



Dc mOst intrcstcN tU nO.  

 

 

 

*/Viso Sciolto?/*  

 

I dOnt TiNk wE nEd Dc /viso sciolto/ sO muK az Dc /pensieri  

stretti./ pcrhaps Dc best polcsE iz tU mAk it plAn Dat yU dOnt  

cgrE wiD wutevcr zelctrE iz kcrcnt in yOr tIm, but not tU bE tU  

spcsifck cbqt wut yU dcscgrE wiD. zelcts wil trI tU drO yU qt,  

but yU dOnt hav tU anscr Dem. if DA trI tU fOrs yU tU trEt c  

kwesKcn on Der tcrmz bI askcN "or yU wiD us Or cgenst us?" yU  

kan OlwAz just anscr "nEDcr".  

 

betcr stil, anscr "I havcnt dcsIdcd." Dat's wut lerE sumcrz did  

wen c grUp trId tU pCt him in Dis pcziScn. cksplAncN hcmself  

lAtcr, hE sed "I dOnt dU litmcs tests." [16] c lot uv Dc 

kwesKcnz pEpcl get hot cbqt or akKcwclE kwIt komplckAtcd. Der 

iz nO prIz fOr getcN Dc anscr kwiklE.  

 

if Dc antE-yellowists sEm tU bE getcN qt uv hand and yU wont tU  

fIt bak, Der or wAz tU dU it wcTqt getcN ycrself ckyUzd uv  

bEcN c yellowist. lIk skirmishers in an AnKcnt ormE, yU wont tU  

cvQd dcrektlE cngAjcN Dc mAn bodE uv Dc encmE'z trUps. betcr tU  

hcras Dem wiD arOz frum c distcns.  

 

wun wA tU dU Dis iz tU ratKct Dc dcbAt up wun levcl uv 

abstrakScn. if yU orgyU cgenst senscrSip in jencrcl, yU kan 

cvQd bEcN ckyUzd uv wutevcr hercsE iz kcntAnd in Dc bCk Or film 

Dat sumwun iz trIcN tU senscr. yU kan ctak lAbclz wiD mEtc-

lAbclz: lAbclz Dat rcfcr tU Dc yUs uv lAbclz tU prcvent 

dcskuScn. Dc spred uv Dc tcrm "pclitckcl kcrektncs" ment Dc 

bcgincN uv Dc end uv pclitckcl kcrektncs, bckOz it cnAbcld wun 

tU ctak Dc fcnomcnon az c hOl wcTqt bEcN ckyUzd uv enE uv Dc 

spcsifck heresies it sOt tU scpres.  

 

cnuDcr wA tU kqntcrctak iz wiD metcfOr. orTcr milcr undcrmInd  

Dc hqs un-cmerckcn aktivctEz kcmitE bI rItcN c plA, "Dc  

krUscbcl," cbqt Dc sAlcm wiK trIclz. hE nevcr rcfcrd dcrektlE 

tU Dc kcmitE and sO gAv Dem nO wA tU rcplI. wut kCd HUAC dU,  



dcfend Dc sAlcm wiK trIclz? and yet milcr'z metcfOr stuk sO wel  

Dat tU Dis dA Dc aktivctEz uv Dc kcmitE or Ofcn dcskrIbd az  

c "wiK-hunt."  

 

best uv Ol, probcblE, iz hyUmcr. zelcts, wutevcr Der koz,  

cnverEcblE lak c sens uv hyUmcr. DA kant rcplI in kInd tU jOks.  

Der az cnhapE on Dc terctxrE uv hyUmcr az c mqntcd nIt on c  

skAtcN riNk. vcktOrEcn prudishness, fOr cgzampcl, sEmz tU hav 

bin dcfEtcd mAnlE bI trEtcN it az c jOk. lIkwIz its 

rEcnkornAScn az pclitckcl kcrektncs. "I am glad Dat I mancjd tU 

rIt 'The krUscbcl,'" orTcr milcr rOt, "but lCkcN bak I hav Ofcn 

wiSt Id had Dc temprcmcnt tU dU an cbscrd komcdE, wiK iz wut Dc  

siKUAScn dczcrvd." [17]  

 

 

 

*ABQ*  

 

c duK frend sez I SCd yUs holcnd az an cgzampcl uv c tolcrcnt  

scsIctE. it's trU DA hav c lON trcdiScn uv kcmperctcv  

Opcn-mIndcdncs. fOr senKcrEz Dc lO kuntrEz wcr Dc plAs tU gO tU  

sA TiNz yU kCdcnt sA enEwer els, and Dis helpt tU mAk Dc  

rEjcn c sentcr uv skolcrSip and indcstrE (wiK hav bin klOslE  

tId fOr lONgcr Dan mOst pEpcl rElIz). dAkort, DO klAmd bI  

Dc frenK, did muK uv hiz TiNkcN in holcnd.  

 

and yet, I wundcr. Dc duK sEm tU lIv Der livz up tU Der neks  

in rUlz and regyclAScnz. Der'z sO muK yU kant dU Der; iz Der  

rilE nuTcN yU kant sA?  

 

scrtcnlE Dc fakt Dat DA valyU Opcn-mIndcdncs iz nO gercntE. hU  

TiNks Der not Opcn-mIndcd? qcr hIpcTetckcl prim mis frum Dc  

subcrbz TiNks SE'z Opcn-mIndcd. hazcnt SE bin tOt tU bE? ask  

enEwun, and DAl sA Dc sAm TiN: Der pritE Opcn-mIndcd,  

DO DA drO Dc lIn at TiNz Dat or rilE rON. (sum trIbz  

mA cvQd "rON" az jcjmentcl, and mA cnsted yUs c mOr nUtrcl  

sqndcN yUfcmizcm lIk "negctcv" Or "dcstruktcv".)  

 

wen pEpcl or bad at maT, DA nO it, bckOz DA get Dc rON  

anscrz on tests. but wen pEpcl or bad at Opcn-mIndcdncs DA dOnt  



nO it. in fakt DA tend tU TiNk Dc opczct. rcmembcr, it's Dc  

nAKcr uv faScn tU bE cnvizcbcl. it wCdcnt wcrk uDcrwIz. faScn  

duzcnt sEm lIk faScn tU sumwun in Dc grip uv it. it just sEmz  

lIk Dc rIt TiN tU dU. it's OnlE bI lCkcN frum c distcns Dat wE  

sE osclAScnz in pEpcl'z IdEc uv Dc rIt TiN tU dU, and kan  

IdentcfI Dem az faScnz.  

 

tIm givz us suK distcns fOr frE. cndEd, Dc crIvcl uv nU  

faScnz mAks Old faScnz EzE tU sE, bckOz DA sEm sO rcdikyclcs  

bI kontrast. frum wun end uv c pendulum's swiN, Dc uDcr end 

sEmz cspeSlE for cwA.  

 

tU sE faScn in yOr On tIm, DO, rEkwIcrz c konScs efcrt.  

wcTqt tIm tU giv yU distcns, yU hav tU krEAt distcns ycrself.  

cnsted uv bEcN port uv Dc mob, stand az for cwA frum it az yU 

kan and woK wut it's dUcN. and pA cspeSlE klOs ctenScn wcnevcr  

an IdEc iz bEcN scprest. web filtcrz fOr Kildrcn and cmplQEz  

Ofcn ban sIts kcntAncN pOrnogrcfE, vIclcns, and hAt spEK. wut  

kqnts az pOrnogrcfE and vIclcns? and wut, cgzaktlE, iz "hAt 

spEK?" Dis sqndz lIk c frAz qt uv /1984./  

 

lAbclz lIk Dat or probcblE Dc bigcst ckstcrncl klU. if c 

stAtmcnt iz fOls, Dat's Dc wcrst TiN yU kan sA cbqt it. yU dOnt 

nEd tU sA Dat it's hcretckcl. and if it izcnt fOls, it SCdcnt 

bE scprest. sO wen yU sE stAtmcnts bEcN ctakt az eks-ist Or wI-

ic (substctUt yOr kcrcnt valyUz uv eks and wI), weDcr in 1630 

Or 2030, Dat's c SCr sIn Dat sumTcN iz rON. wen yU hir suK 

lAbclz bEcN yUzd, ask wI.  

 

cspeSlE if yU hir ycrself yUzcN Dem. it's not just Dc mob yU  

nEd tU lcrn tU woK frum c distcns. yU nEd tU bE Abcl tU woK  

yOr On TOts frum c distcns. Dat's not c radckcl IdEc, bI Dc  

wA; it's Dc mAn difcrcns bctwEn Kildrcn and cdults. wen c KIld  

gets aNgrE bckOz hE'z tIcrd, hE duzcnt nO wut's hapcncN. an  

cdult kan distcns hcmself cnuf frum Dc siKUAScn tU sA "nevcr 

mInd, Im just tIcrd." I dOnt sE wI wun kCdcnt, bI c simclcr 

proses, lcrn tU rekcgnIz and dcskqnt Dc cfekts uv mOrcl faScnz.  

 

yU hav tU tAk Dat ekstrc step if yU wont tU TiNk klirlE. but 

it's hordcr, bckOz nq yCr wcrkcN cgenst sOScl kustcmz cnsted uv  



wiD Dem. evrEwun cnkcrcjcz yU tU grO up tU Dc pQnt wer yU kan  

dcskqnt yOr On bad mUdz. fyU cnkcrcj yU tU kcntinyU tU Dc pQnt  

wer yU kan dcskqnt scsIctE'z bad mUdz.  

 

hq kan yU sE Dc wAv, wen yCr Dc wOtcr? OlwAz bE kwesKcncN.  

Dat's Dc OnlE dcfens. wut kant yU sA? and wI? 
 


